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Tur Diſcourſe here preſented to the pub- 


lic, when delivered, was prefaced thus: 


Having for ſome time paſt been conſſ- 
derably =. Pao Ly I have neither had time, 
nor been in a capacity to pay that attention 
to the following Diſcourſe which I could have 
| | wiſhed. It is, therefore, hoped, that the few  - 1 
11 thoughts which may be offered, and which A 
1 have been haſtily thrown together, will be 
received with candor and Indulgence.” 
A x" 


| From this it will be juſtly ſuppoſed, that 
F - when the Diſcourſe was delivered, there was 
* not the moſt diſtant thought entertained of 
printing it. Miſrepreſentationgcalfimny, and 


4% . 99 5 h 

#1 rſonal indignities on the one hand; Md 7 
4 lolicitation and importunity, on he dther, 
+ have, at length, prevailed upot the Autfior 3 


| . to offer it to the public thrgugh, the medium 
| of the preſs. The occaſion of the publication 
rendered it improper that, however defective 
or imperfect, it ſhould undergo any alterati- 
on. It is, therefore, printed from the original 
copy from which it was delivered, without 
any alteration. NET x 3 4: 9,9 [> 
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It was not the wiſh nor the intention of the” 


audience. He did not then ſuppoſe, nor can 


he yet think, that there is any thing in the 


Diſcourſe that is juſt cauſe of offence. He 
is confident that he has not advanced any 
thing that is not well founded, that was not 
directly ſuited to the buſineſs of the day, and 
for which there was not a Juſt and neceſſary 
ſoundation laid in the Preſident's proclama- 
tion. Born in America, uniformly, decided- 
ly, and firmly attached to her intereſts, he 
has ſpoke what he thought and felt. He has 
not, from particular enquiry, been able to 
find, that among thoſe who have taken ex- 


ceptions at it, there is one who has ſuſtained 


the character of a whig. And he flatters him- 
ſelf, that what he has advanced will meet the 
ſentiments and views of every American. The 
perſon whoſe neck is under a foreign yoke, 
and who is inimical to the country in which 


he reſides, and to which he is indebted for 


all his A, mig and pes, has no buſineſs 
here. © Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, ſeek 


the peacg of the city whither I have cauſed 


you to arried away captives, and pray 
unto the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof 


all ye have peace.“ If captives, &c, much 


more, &c. 


The Diſcourſe has been charged with bein 
2mproper to be delivered from the pulpit wit 
being a diſſi of jumbled politics collected from 
one ſide of the news only with containing ma- 
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8 are, by far, the moſt reſpettable, Sc. 
c. 
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ny things not well founded, and falſe—with be- 
ing the true hypocriſy of a Jacobin, or a De- 
mocrat—And 1 am told, that though there 
may be a majority of my opinion, yet the mi- 


On theſe I ſhall make no comments, but 
cheerfully ſubmit both the diſcourſe and the 
charges againſt it, to the deciſion of a candid 
and impartial public, before whoſe tribunal 
they now ſtand, 
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THANKSGIVING DISCOURSE. 


PSALM LXV. 11. 
Tou crowneſt the Year with thy Goodneſs.” 
GREEABL to the recommendation of tho 


Executive of our general Government, we 
are this day aſſembled, gratefully to recognize the 
inſtances of tis Divine Goodneſs to us, as a nation, 
particularly in the courſe of the laſt year, The 
words which have been read will ſerve as a ſuitable 
ſubje& from which to addreſs you upon the occaſi- 
$4: Thou crowneſt the Year with thy Good- 
eis.“ | | 


The language here is highly figurative and beau- 
tiful. A crown is an emblem of honor; it encom- 
. Paſſes the head of the perſon upon which it is placed, 
and it denotes the completion, perfection, and happy 
accompliſhment of an undertaking. Have we, as 
a nation, arrived to any promotion or honor in the 
courſe of the year? We owe it to the Divine good- 
neſs. This has run throughout the whole, and been 
manifeſt in the different parts of it. As it began 
with it, and has been diſplayed in its ſeveral parts, 
fo it has continued even to the cloſe. How far 
this has been the caſe with us, will more fully ap- 
| pear in the ſequel of the diſcourſe, 
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It becomes us, my brethren, upon proper oc - 
ſions, to recount, with gratitude and praiſe, every 
. inſtance of the goodneſs of God to us, whether 
public or private, temporal or ſpiritual, ſpecial or 
common, as individuals, or as members of ſociety. 
This, however, would be too extenſive a ſubject 
for our preſent meditations. If we attempt to re- 
count all the inſtances of the Divine Goodneſs to 
us, where will the growing numbers end? Surely 
we ſhould be ſwallowed up in the enumeration, and 
muſt be conſtrained to ſay, with the Pſalmiſt, Ma- 
ny, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works 
which thou haſt done, and thy thoughts which are 
to us ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order 
unto thee ; if I would declare and ſpeak of them, 
They are more than can be numbered.” 
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Confining ourſelves, then, to * ob- 

jedcts of the day, my deſign is, to eiſtleavor to pro- 
mote in you a diſpoſition, and excite you to exer- 
ciſes ſuitable to it, by leading you to a view of the 
goodneſs of God to us, in a national capacity, par- 
ticularly in the courſe of the laſt year. 


| | I. The goodneſs of God has been manifeſted to 

| | us in the general and great proſperity and ſucceſs 

j which have attended all claſſes of citizens among 

u,, in their reſpective occupations and employ- 

ments. This muſt ſtrike every one upon the 

| flighteſt and moſt general ſurvey. The increaſe of 

| property has been general, rapid, and great. Agri- 

I culture, trade, and commerce have flouriſhed ; and 

| the honeſt induſtry of the farmer, the mechanic, 

{ and the merchant have been crowned with ſuccels. 
All ranks are dependent upon the labor of the huſ- 
bandman, and equally ſupported by the produce of 
the field. The abuadance yielded by the fertility 
of the ſoil, is to be eſtimated among the firit of 
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temporal bleſſings. This God, in his great good- 
neſs, has afforded us. Our land has yielded its 
incteaſe. He has given us winter and ſummer, 
ſpring and autumn, ſeed- time and harveſt, in their 
reſpective ſeaſons. He has given us rain from 
Heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladneſs. He has fed us with butter of 
kine, with the fat of lambs, and with the fat of 
kidneys of wheat, and given us to drink the pure 
blood of the grape. And ſuch has been the pro- 
fuſion of the goodneſs of God to us, that oùr own 
wants have not only been ſupplied from the open- 
ings of his hand, together with the wants of thoſe 
who have taken refuge among us from the calami- 
ties and diſtreſſes of other nations, but our exports 
for the ſupply of others in different pagts of the 
world, have been large, and a ſource of much 
wealth flowigg in upon us. Never had nation 
greater cauſe to adopt the language of this pſalm, 
from the qth verſe to the end, Thou viſiteſt the 
earth, and watereſt it: thou greatly enricheſt it 
with the river of God, which is full of water : thou 
prepareſt them corn, when thou haſt ſo provided 
for it. Thou watereſt the ridges thereof abundant- 
ly; thou ſettleſt the furrows thereof; thou makeſt 
it ſoft with ſhowers; thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing 
thereof. Thou crowneſt the year with thy good- 
neſs; and thy paths drop fatneſs. They drop up- 
on the paſtures of the wilderneſs; and the little 
hills rejoice on every fide. The paſtures are cloth- 
ed with flocks; the vallies alſo are covered over 
with corn: they ſhout for joy, they alſo ling.” 


The tradeſman and mechanic, abundantly ſup- 
plied with the neceſſaries of life, from the produce 
of the field, readily poſſeſſing themſelves of the ma- 
terials requiſite for _ different occupations, 


Why 
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finding ready ſale, and receiving an advancedprice 


for whatever they have manufactured, have alſo 


greatly advanced their profits and their ſtock, 


And, perhaps, notwithſtanding the partial injuries 


to which our commerce has been ſubjected, the pro- 


fits of the merchant have not been leſs than either 
of theſe. Whilſt they have contributed largely to 
the fncreaſe of the revenues of government, / by the 
duties uy into the treaſury, which, in the courſe 
of the laſt year, have far exceeded thoſe of any of 
the preceding, we hope, and are perſuaded, they 
have alſo proportionably enriched themſelves. 


In ſhort, the ſources of wealth have been pro- 
portionably open to all thoſe whoſe occupations 
led them in the purſuit of it. Even the price of 


daily labor has kept pace with the ingeaing value 


of other articles. And the advanced price of the 
neceſſaries of life, amidſt abounding plenty, are 
mconteſtible evidences of the increaſe of the cir- 
culating medium, and the general proſperity per- 


vading all claſſes of our citizens, 


IT. The goodneſs of God has been manifeſted to 
us, in the courſe of the laſt year, in the peace which 
we have enjoyed, in its reſtoration where it ſeemed 
to be threatened, and in the proſpects afforded us 
of its continuance and eſtabliſhment. Our atten- 
tion is neceſſarily direQed here to three different 
objects To the danger with which we were threa- 


tened, of being involved in a war with Great- 


Britain; to the incurſions of the ſavages upon our 
frontiers; and to the infurrettion of ſome of our 
own people. F 

1. The depradations made on our commerce,the 
detention of thoſe poſts which, according to treaty, 


- ought long ſince to have been delivered up, and 


1 


the continuance, ſupport, and encouragement afford- 
ed to the ſavages, threatened, in the courſe of the 


laſt year, to involve us in a war with Great Britain. 


Lord Dorcheſter's ſpeech to the Indians, and' the 
inſtruftions given, by the Britiſh miniſtry, to the 
officers and judges of the admiralty in the Weſt- 
Indies, were ſufficient indications of their deſigns. 
Theſe were, indeed, high indignities, and very pro- 
voking. From the nature and. circumſtances of 
theſe aggreſſions, from the obligations which we 
were under to France, from the part which Britain 
was atting both towards them and us, and the means 
of which „e were ſuppoſed poſſeſſed to retaliate, 
and do ourſclves juſtice, it was the opinion of a 
large and reſpectable body of our citizens, that we 
ought to have adopted vigorous meaſures of re- 
. dreſs. But, my brethren, however ſenſible I am 
of the obligations we are under to our generous 
ally, for the effectual and decifive affiftance als 
forded us in the firuggle for our own Liberty; * 
however heartily and ſincerely I wiſh them ſucceſs 
in every meaſure tending to their eſtabliſhment in 
all the bleflings of Peace, Liberty, and Indepen- 
dence ; with whatever indignation I have beheid 
the interference of the combined powers, for the 


regulation of their internal police, or the inſult and 


injuſtice which we ourſelves have ſuffered, ſtill I 


* I am one of thoſe who believe that there are ſuch things as 
national, as well as individual honor and honeſty, and that the nation 
which doth not reſpect them, will never herſelf become great or 
reſpectable ; and from my heart I deteſt and deſpiſe the baſe and 
partial. policy which would conduct the concerns of a nation ſolely 
upon the principle of intereſt, | 9 


I believe farther, that arguing againſt our obligations of 8 
tude to France, fox her“ moſt neceſſary and efficient aids,” 
the war with Great-Britain, becauſe the preſent were not the 
then ruling powers, is palpable and abſurd ſophiſtry, and, if ad- 
mitted, would equally prove, that we are * no pecuniary ob- 
| ligations to her, 
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muſt conſider it as a happy circumſtance, and an 
inſtance of the goodneſs of God to us, if, upon. 
terms equitable and honorable, we can keep our- 
ſelves clear of the vortex of European politics, and 
from being involved in the miſeries of war; if 
moderation and delay can procure reſtitution and 
Juſtice. War is a dreadful calamity, and a nation 
ought never to be involved in it but in caſes of 
abſolute neceſſity. We are informed, in general, 
of a ſucceſsful negociation ; and the public mind 
waits, with anxious ſuſpence, to be informed of the 
particulars. At any rate, to me it is clear, that, 


in the courſe of divine providence, France has 


fought our battles for us; and that to their ſuc- 
ceſſes, under God, we owe our peace, and prol- 
pets of redreſs. * | e 


* As 1 learn that the opinion here advanced has been particu. 


larly cavelled at, and the truth of it denied, it may be proper to 
hint at the facts on which it is founded. 


At what period were thoſe private inſtructions, to capture 


and condemn. American veſſels, ſent, by the Britiſh miniſtry, to 


their admiralty in tke Weſt- Indies? Was it not when they flat- 
tered themſelves with the proſpect of conquering France by the 
combination which was formed againſt her? Was it not at the 
ſame period that Lord Dorcheſter, no doubt in conſequence of 


ſimilar inſtruftions (he dared not to act thus without them) endea- 


vored to excite the ſavages againſt us? When were thoſe inſtruc. 
tions counteratted ? Was it until their flattering proſpeRs were 
all entirely blaſted ? To what grobable cauſe ſhall we impute their 
alteration of conduct but to the ſucceſſes of France : For my own 
part, I know no other to which it can be imputed. 


To ſhew that I am not ſingular in my opinion, I will add a quo- 
tztion or two from Dr. Smith's ſermon, of Princeton, preached in 
Philadelphia on the ſame day. 


1 


Has not the former,” viz, Great- Britain, “aſſecting a tyran- 
ny, and dictating a new law ot nations upon the ocean, committed 
the molt injurious and inſolent ſpoil upon our gommerce? Has ſhe 
not treated our citizens with every outrage that could flow from 
hatred and contempt ? Has ſhe not held fortifications ? Has ſhe 
not claimed dominion within our territories ? Is ſhe not Known ts 


. 


* 


ap. 


2. The goodneſs of God to us has been conſpi- 
cuous, in the courſe of the, laſt year, with reſpe& 
to the war in which we have been engaged with the 
ſavages. Jealous of our increaſing greatneſs, 
alarmed at the rapid extenſion of our frontier ſet- 
tlements, and mortified at their own decreaſe and 
excluſion from territory, which they formerly pol 
ſefſed, their minds were highly irritable. Of this 
ſituation of mind the Britiſh incendiaries availe 
themſelves, in rendering them hoſtile to us. Ela;ed 
by their ſucceſs in deſeating the troops ſent againſt 
them on former campaigns, they were. become 
haughty, backward to treat, and bent upon dar. 
The murders which they , perpetrated upon gur 
frontier ſettlements, were many and cruel, and the 
diſtreſſes occaſioned to our citizens great. But the 
iſſue of the laſt campaign appears to have much al- 
tered their diſpoſition, and given us favorable proſ- 
peas of peace with them. By the goodneſs of God, 


have excited that ferocious war that has fo long afflicted our fron- 
.tier—to have kindled againſt us the rage, afliſted the councils, and 
concentrated the force of the ſavage tribes ? Is it not plain, that 

ſhe meditated hoſtilities ? That ſhe had already conceived the pu?- 
"pole of attacking us, and only waited the opportunity to carry it 


into execution?“ 8 4 


And again—“ Shall I not aſcribe it to a merciful providence 
over us, that the hoſtile plans of Britain have been all blaſted 
on the plains of Belgium?“ | e 
Preciſely the ſame ſentiment, I am well aſſured, was advanced 
by ſeveral of the clergy in this city on the ſame day. | 

If any thing farther was neceſſary to ſhew the effrontery and 
ſtupid obſtinacy of controverting this opinion, I might add the 
teſtimony of Mr. Fox, in the Britiſh parliament. Speaking of the 

| treaty of amity and commerce which America had obtained with 

Great-Britain, and Which he terms a very advantageous oney he 
adds—* A treaty, as far as I have heard of it, which juſtice and 
policy would have diftated at any time, but which he feared the 
- difficulties in which the miniftry had involved chemſelves, rather 
than their juſtice or policy, induced them to give.“ | 
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our arms againſt them have been victorious. They 
were utterly routed, and a great ſlaughter made of 
them. Looking in vain for ſuccour from their in- 
ſtigators, they have been taught, that upon our 
clemency, moderation, and juſtice, they are to 
depend. And there is now a favorable proſpect of 
treating with them upon terms of equity and mu- 


, 


tual advantage. | 


The gd inſtance referred to here is, theInfurrec- 
tion which took place among the inhabitants of the 
four weſtern counties of Pennſylvania, beyond the 
Alleghany mountain. . Of all wars, thofe which 
are inteſtine, are moſt to be dreaded and depre- 
When all due allowances are made for the ſup- 
poſed noxious and exceptionable nature of the ex- 
ciſe law; when füll weight is given to the unſuc- 
ceſsful legal oppoſition made to it by petition, re- 
monſtrance, and a body of our repreſentatives in 
Congreſs; and when every palliating circumſtance, 
ariſing from the particularly oppreſſive nature of 
the exciſe law upon them, from their local ſituati- 
on, are admitted, ſtill their oppoktion mult appear 
unjuſtifhable, and highly criminal. If, more eſpe- 
cially in a republican government, the minority 
will not acquieſce in the decifions of the majority, 
there is an end of all order and peace. 


This inſurrection, in its firſt flages, wore an 
"alarming aſpect. By the goodaeſs of God to us, 
it has been quelled. Happily; the decided firmneſs 
and activity of our citizens, in ſupport of the exe- 
cutive, have proved ſucceſsful, and order and tran- 
quility reſtored without the ſhedding of blood. 
Thou, O God; ſtilleſt the noiſe of the ſea, the noiſe 
of therr waves, and the tumult of the people. 
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III. The goodneſs of God has been manifeſted 
in continuing us in the poſſeſſion of conſtitutions of 
government, which unite, and by their union eſ- 
tabliſh, liberty and order. Civil government is 
the inſtitution of Heaven, and, in the preſent ſtatz 
of human nature, abſolutely neceſſary to the pre- 
ſervation of peace and order in the world ; and 
happy the people who live under a government 
well conſtituted and equitable, in compariſon of 
thoſe who are ſubjeR either to tyranny or anarchy. 


The peaceable adoption of our federal conſtitu- 
tion was an event ſingular, and unparalleled in the 
annals of the world. To nothing ſhort of that 
all-pervading energy which influences the hearts of 


the children of men, making them ſubſervient to its 


ſovereign and gracious purpoſes, can we impute the 
ſriendly coaleſcence, and continued union, of ſo 
many ſeparate and interfering views and intereſts. 
This conſtitution, you ought never to forget, was 
framed and adopted by yourſelves; by the people 
in their repreſentatives. In you is the power veſt- 
ed of altering and amending it, agreeably to pro- 
viſion which itſelf contains. And to you it belongs 


to ſee it faithfully executed, and to preſerve it in- 


violated. 


As the federal conſtitution tends to ſecure the 
liberties and privileges of the collective body, ſo 


_ each ſtate has its particular rights ſecured by its 


own conſtitution, In how many inſtances is fo 
complicated a machine liable to be deranged? How 
great, then, the goodneſs of God in preſerving its 
regular and uniform motion! 


IV. It becomes us, my brethren, as profeſſing 
Chriſtians, and as members of religious ſociety, to 


oblerye, and gratefully acknowledge the goodneſs 


| 
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of God to us in the religious liberty and privileges 


which we enjoy. Among us, every man is left to 
adopt the religious principles, and to practice that 
mode of worſhip which are molt conformable to the 


didtates of his own conſcience. Here every reli- 


ious denomination is left to ſupport and eſtabliſh 
itſelf, and to extend its influence by its conformity 


to the light of divine truth, the force of reaſon, and 


the influence of examples. 


This, you may ſay, is the right of every one. | 


Religion is a thing between God and every man's 
own conſcience, and civil authority has no right to 
interfere or meddle with it, whilſt he conduQts-him- 
ſelf as a good citizen, and neither his principles nor 


practice tend to diſturb the peace and order of ſo- 


ciety. Be it ſo. * But how few have enjoyed this 
privilege ? Where is the nation, under Heaven, 
which now enjoys it, in its full extent, but our- 
ſelves ? When we conſider what has been the lot 


of pure and undefiled religion, and its profeſſors, 


in every age; when we conſider the particular op- 


| poſitions which have been made to genuine Chriſ- 


tianity, and the perſecutions and ſufferings to which 
its profeſſors and advocates have been ſubjected ; 
when we conſider that, as the things of the ſpirit of 
God are fooliſhneſs to the natural man, and he can- 
not either receive or know them, ſo the carnal 


mind is enmity againſt God, and every thing that 


reſembles his pure and holy nature; and that, were 


the reſtraints of the providence and grace of God 


taken off from the luſts and corruptions of men, 
they would wage open and eternal war with every 
thing good: When, I ſay, theſe things are duly con- 
ſidered, will we not lind abundant reaſon to ac- 


knowledge the great goodnels of God in the reli- 
gious liberty and privileges which we enjoy? We 
have free acceſs to the houſe and ordinances af © 
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S6, and are allowed to worſhip bim in the man- 
ner we judge moſt conformable to the preſcriptions 


of his holy word, whilſt there are none to moleſt or 
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In he Veh and laſt place. As a mean of beget- 
ing in you a diſpoſition, and exciting you to exer- 
ciſes ſuitable to the day, let me beſeech you to con 
traſt, for à moment, your ſituation throughout the 
aft year, with that of other nations. Your minds 
will readily anticipate more here than I can pretend 
to inſiſt largely upon, of even to mention. See 
moſt of he powers of Europe in arms. Spain, 


- Proffis, Auftria,” Holland, and England combined 


againſt the peace and the liberty of France. Ruſſia 
and Pruffia conſpiring! to keep the Poles in that 


ſtate of ſlavery from which py were endeavoring 


to emiancipate themſelves. e Netherlands the 


zreat field ol battle, and every where exhibiting: 


ſcenes of devaſtation, bloodſhed, miſery, and death. 


The groans of a large proportion of the miſerable 
inhabitants of the earth, under the iron rod of ty- 
ranny and opprefſion; are heard from afar. Whilſt 
Britain, which formerly gloried in being the ſeat of 
liberty, and in affording protection to the oppreſſ- 
ed, is burdened with an enormous national debt, 
which the has no proſpect of ever being able to re- 
deem, ſhe is threatened with a foreign invaſion, and 


many of her ſubjects, unable any longer to bear the 
S which are laid upon them, are ripe for a 
revolt. Whilſt, in many parts of the world, a 


large proportion of its inhabitants, by the utmoſt 


. frugality and, hard labour, with difficulty procure 


a ſcanty ſuſtenahee, ſcarcely, in this happy eoun- 
try, can honeſt induſtry fail of ſecuring a compe- 
tency, if not of being crowned with wealth. How 
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dcluſion, or ſubjef to popiſh idolatry, ſuperſtition, 
and tyranny ? Whilſt the arms of France have pe- 
netrated into the very heart of the ſurrounding 
kingdoms which have been hoſtile to it, and been 
every where crowned with aſtoniſhing ſucceſs, infi- 
delity, the natural offspring of that many-headed- 
monſter which had been long obtruded upon them 
for religion, has boldly reared its hedious front 
among them, and every where ſtalked in open day. 
In moſt of thoſe places, where Chriſtianity is pro- 
feſſed, how is it corrupted by error and hereſy, and 
ſhackled by civil eſtabliſhments, religious teſts, and 
impoſitions of different kinds! Compare now your 
ſituation in thoſe reſpeAs, and in many others which 
might be mentioned, with all or any of theſe, and, 

ſure I am, you muſt be conſtrained to confeſs, that 
God hath not dealt ſo with any other nation; that 
there is not one upon the face of the earth which 
enjoys the bleſſings and privileges which you do. 
O happy Americans ! praiſe ye the Lord. 


The only improvement which I ſhall make of the 
ſubject, ſhall be by offering you a few direftions 
for ſecuring the continuance; and increaſe of the 
divine goodneſs to you, And I muſt content my- 
ſelf wich barely mentioning the moſt of them. 


1. Then, Let the goodneſs of God, manifeſted 
to us in ſo many inſtances, ſerve to make us aſhamed 
and ſorry for x many inſtances of undutiful con- 
duct with which we ſtand chargeable againſt him; 
and engage us to turn from every evil way. This 
| is its native and genuine tendency. © Not know- 
ing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to re- 
pentance.” O what diſin 


duct to continue in a courſe of ſin againſt a God 
of lo great goodneſs and mercy i He has nouxiſhe 
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iſh darkneſs, under the influence of Mahometan 


nuous and baſe con- 
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ed and brought us up as children; let us not be 


found rebelling again him. 


2. See that the goodneſs of God, maniſeſted to 
you in ſo many inſtances, and in ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
manner, meet with ſuitable returns of thankſgiving 
and praiſe. This he is juſtly entitled to, This he 
expects, and claims. The Lord has done great 
things for us. Letus be glad, and rejoice 1n his 


oodneſs; and let us, from hearts deeply penetrat- 


ed with a ſenſe of his goodneſs, and overflowing 
with gratitude, with joyful lips ſhew forth his praiſe, 


— 
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Let the language of our hearts, on this day, be, 


Let the people praiſe thee, O Lord; let all the 
people praiſe thee. Bleſs the Lord, O our ſouls, 


and forget not all his benefits. Why ſhould the 


wonders he hath wrought be forgotten, or loſt in 


| hlence ? 


[ 


3. Let the ſtreams of the divine goodneſs, which 
flow to us in ſuch great variety, and in ſuch rich 


abundance, ſerve to lead us to himſelf, the great 


original and ſource of all good. Real perſonal re- 


ligion is the only true ſecurity both of public virtue 
and of private happineſs. O tafte and ſee,” then, 
that the Lord is good.” And let each of us ad- 
dreſs ourſelves in the language of the Pſalmiſt, Re- 
turn unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath 
dealt e 34 with thee.” 


4. Let me 3 to you ſuch manners, and 
ſuch modes of living, as, become republicans and 
free men, and as will tend to preſerve the liberty 
and privileges which you enjoy, and to tranſmit 
them ſafe to poſterity. rue, ſupplenefs, ſer- 
vility of conduct, and all the ſilly parade of com- 
pliment and ceremony, are below the noble and 
generous ſpirit of a free-man ; and fi only t to el 
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tabliſn and ſupport the throne, of uſurpation and 


rodigality, diſſipation, and 


tyranny. Idleneſs, 
republicaniſm and of liber- 


luxury are the bane 


ty; and the ſcenes and amuſements which tend to 


foſter theſe, are the hot beds of vice, from. which 
ſuch noxious vapors ariſe as will taint and pollute 
our political atmoſphere. A. nation. become ſen- 


ſual, luxurious, and effeminate, cannot poſſibly be 
long free. In ſuch a caſe, the rulers become cor- 

rupt with the people. But were not this the caſe, 
were they to remain ever ſo virtuous and upright, 
the people are not in a capacity to be free. Theit 
various exceſſes and enormities require the iron 
rod to be laid heavy. upon them, to be a reſtraint - 
to thoſe vicious and ungovernable diſpoſitions 


which are the enemies of all peace and order. 


Are you poſſeſſed of large wealth ? Have you - 
more than heart could wiſh, or you know how to 
diſpoſe-of ? Inſtead of ſquandering it away in thoſe 


courſes which are fruitleſs of comfort, which leave 
a ſting behind them, and which will end in death, 
employ it for the aſſiſtance of the honeſt and in- 


duſtrious, who may be in low circumſtances, and 
have many to provide for. 


Help them forward in 
the world. Let the ble ſlings of them that are ready 
to periſh, come upon you, and cauſe the heart of 


the widow and ſatherleſs to ſing for joy. This will 


be ſervice well x leaſing to God, and, believe me, 


it will be a fource of rational pleaſure to your own 


5. In the laſt place. As a mean of ſecuring the 
continuance and increaſe of the goodneſs of God 


to you, Jet me caution you againſt the influence of 


faction and party. Beware of the man who is 
artſul and induſtrious in exciting your prejudices, 


aid inflaming your paſſions. Whilſt the public 
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ood is made che oſtenßble, pride, ambition, and 
intereſt are generally the real motives by which 


* 


the leaders of party are inflamed. The people, by 


_ attaching themſelves to the intereſls of different 


party leaders, make themſelves their dupes, inſtead 
of their conſtituents and their, zudges. And you 
may lay it down as an 1 principle, that the 
perſon who is anxiouſly ſolicitous to be advanced 


to office, or to obtain ſome place of public tru 


more eſpecially if he can ſubmit to any mean an 
ſervile meaſures for obtaining it, is ſeldom, if ever, 
qualified to fill it with integrity and reputation. 


in a republican government, all authority and power 
is derived from the people, it becomes them to 


view men and meaſures with calmneſs and ſteady 
deliberation. This they utterly diſqualify tbem- 
ſelyes for, when they ſuffer their rar to be blind= 
ed, and their judgments warped, by party influ- 
ence. . „ 


Not to mention parties which are local and more 


confined in their influence, it is too well known 
that parties exiſt in our general government. 
"Theſe parties mutually charge each other with views 


and deſigns unfriendly to the liberty, the good go- 
vernment, and the welfare of the country ; and 
have been active to engage the public mind on their 
behalf. The one party, it is alledged, aim at the 
introduction of monarchy, or to form an ariſtocra- 
cy unfavorable to the equal rights of men: and the 
other with views ſubverſive of all ſubordination, 
order, and good government; and tending to intro- 
duce a ſcene of anarchy and confuſion. 


It is, indeed, too often the caſe, that, on the 
one hand, men in power are diſpoſed to increaſe 
and abuſe it; and, on the other, that clamors and 
prejudices are excited againſt the moſt uprighg and 
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faithful. But in this caſe you will permit me to 
ſay, that whatever the views and defigns of a few 
individuals may be, the imputations, on both ſides, 
are generally and equally unjuſt. The true ſtate 
of the caſe appears to me to be this That the one 
party thinks the conſtitution would admit of im- 
provements, and ought to be amended : the other, 
that it is better as it is, and might be injured by 
any attempts to alter it. 


- 


_ Granting this to be the real ſtate of the caſe, as 
it appears to me it is, what occafion is there 
that the public mind ſhould be put into a ferment, | 
or our citizens violently arrange themſelves in dif- 
ferent parties about it? Reaſon and deliberation 

' preſided in the adoption of the conſtitution. Let 
reaſon and deliberation preſide in all diſcuſſions 
reſpecting its alteration or amendment, and all will 
be well. Are not a good conſtitution, a good go- 
vernment, liberty and privileges equally the con- 
cern of all? The man who engages in a conſpiracy 
againſt them, conſpires againſt himſelf, 


Let not thoſe parts of the conſtitution which 
might be altered for the better, if any ſuch there 
are, be adhered to, and retained with a fooliſh and 
pernicious obſtinacy : neither let a licentious and 
turbulent ſpirit dare to attempt the deſtruction of 
a good conſtitution, or the ſubverſion of a conſti- 
tutional and juſt government. 
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But, my brethren, zeal for my country, and a 
wiſh to promote peace and order, may have carried 
me too far into politics. | 


To return, then, to the more important buſineſs 
of the day, and to conclude the whole, let me be- 
ſcecÞ you to join with me in the ſentiments and 
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” wiſh of * Pſalmiſt, Pſalm 72. 18, 19 
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« Bleſſed 
be the Lord God, the God of Iſrael, who only _ 
doth wondrous thin And bleſſed be his glorious. 
name forever an lee the whole earth be oy 
with his glory. Amen and Amen. 


- 
= 


\ : 
at K 
8 72 * 
* 


a) 
* * . 
[9 | 
* 1 
FR, 
% — * 


